
Dear Teacher or Librarian,

 Here are ideas to help you enrich children’s 
reading experience and their understanding of  
important curricular concepts.  
The blackline masters on page 3 and 4 of this guide 
can be used for discussion, direct teaching, and  
assessment of comprehension. Lesson plans for all  
Turtle Books may be found on our website:  
www.turtlebooks.com
    Enjoy reading!

Before You Read
To introduce the book, identify and discuss the title, author, 
and illustrator.
What picture do you see on the cover? Which one might make the noise “beep, beep?”
  
Explain that the boy in this story likes to pretend that he is a jeep. Take a picture walk through the first few 
pages of the book. What else does he like to pretend he is? 

As You Read
Read through the book several times. As you reread, say the words and emphasize the noises for each vehicle. 
To help children recognize rhyming pairs, reread the story and have children supply the last word on each right-
hand page. Note the word in the poem that rhymes with each word they say. 

After You Read
Help children develop an understanding that some words mimic sounds (onomatopoeia) 
[pronounced: on-ah-mat-ah-pee-yeh]. Have children repeat the sound words after you. Ask children to 
name a vehicle from the story that made each sound.

beep, beep (jeep, bus)  rumble, rumble (truck) chop, chop (helicopter)
chugga, chug (bulldozer) rattle, bang (rig)  zip, zip (rocket)
choo, choo (train)  toot, toot (tugboat)  swoosh, swoosh (saucer)
vroom, vroom (race car) boom, boom (tank)  blub, blub (submarine)
rrum, rrum (motorcycle) wow, wee (plane)
honk, honk (taxicab)  zoom, zoom (jet)

Give each child a copy of pages 3 and 4 of this guide. On page 3, children will color a jeep and tugboat and  
circle the words that name the noise each one makes.  On page 4, children will color vehicles that fly. You 
might make a transparency of each and use an overhead projector so you and the children can do the pages 
together. 

A Turtle Book Lesson Plan
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Phonemic Awareness
Onset and Rime 

Help children who are learning to read by playing games that involve listening for onset (the beginning word 
sound) and rime (the rest of the word). Say each onset and rime and have children tell you the word. As  
children become more familiar with onset and rime, reverse the procedure so that you say the word and the 
children say the onset and rime.

/t/. . . ugboat  /t/. . . ime                 /t/. . . ake                /t/. . . ight            /t/. . . ank 

/b/. . .us  /b/. . . oom               /b/. . . ack               /b/. . . ang            /b/. . . eep

/r/. . .ig   /r/. . . oad                 /r/. . . oom       

Initial Sounds
Ask children riddles that include initial sounds as clues. 

 I am a kind of boat. 
 My first sound is /t/.  
 What word am I? (tugboat)

 I fly very fast.
 My first sound is /j/.  
 What word am I? (jet)

 I fly very fast.
 My first sound is /p/.  
 What word am I? (plane)

 I move loads of dirt. 
 My first sound is /b/.  
 What word am I? (bulldozer)

Using This Guide
Using the activities for BEEP! BEEP! will help you meet the following standards:

Reading and Language Arts Standards

Phonemic Awareness
       Identifying Onset and Rime
       Identifying Initial Sounds
Following directions
Using classification and phonemic clues to name a story word

Bibliography– BEEP! BEEP!

The Wheels on the Bus: The Traditional Song  
(Pop-Up Edition), by Paul O. Zelinsky.  
Dutton Children's Books, 1990
The Little Engine That Could, by Watty Piper.  
The Putnam Publishing Group, 1976 
I Spy Little Wheels, by Jean Marzollo.  
Scholastic, Inc, 1998 
Little Toot, by Hardie Gramatk.  
Putnam Publishing Group, 1997
Clickety Clack, by Robert Spence.  
Penguin Putnam, Inc. 1999
Trucks Trucks Trucks, by Peter Sis.  
Greenwillow Books, March 1999

2Copyright © 2004 Turtle Books, 866 United Nations Plaza, Suite 525, New York, NY  10017 



Name                                                                              Date                                         
   

BEEP! BEEP!
Color the jeep.
Then circle words that name 
a noise a jeep makes.

BEEP BEEP    CHOO CHOO

Color the tugboat.
Then circle words that 
name a noise a tugboat makes.

BOOM BOOM      TOOT TOOT
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Name                                                                              Date                                            

BEEP! BEEP!
Look At the things you can ride.
Color the ones that can fly.
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